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[Read by Nick Sullivan]From the Duck Dynasty star and #1 New York Times bestselling author

comes a rollicking popular history of fishing in AmericaAmerican Fisherman traces the impact

fishing has had in shaping America's history, and reveals the influential role it has played in defining

our lives. Willie Robertson persuasively argues that America became what it is today in no small

part because of the anglers that call it home. From harvesting New England cod to fly fishing for

Yellowstone trout to raising Pacific Northwest salmon, the fishing industry has long played an

essential role in the establishment of many of the nation's earliest ports, most notably along the East

Coast. Robertson explores how fishing has informed our culture, in literature, movies, and

television, from classics like The Old Man and the Sea, A River Runs through It, and Moby Dick to

The Perfect Storm, In the Heart of the Sea, and The Deadliest Catch, to popular local television

fishing programs from coast to coast.Robertson also analyzes the economics of this $50 billion

annual business which supports a host of industries, including tourism and manufacturing, as well

as conservation. Told in Robertson's charming down-home voice, American Fisherman is a spirited

and unique look at America and its people.
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Ã¢â‚¬Å“A celebration of sport fishing in America, its history, locales and impact, by the

outdoorsman who is the star of the television show, Duck Dynasty.Ã¢â‚¬Â• (New York Times Book

Review)Ã¢â‚¬Å“The perfect gift for the fishing enthusiast in your family.Ã¢â‚¬Â• (The Daily



Caller)Ã¢â‚¬Å“ItÃ¢â‚¬â„¢s fascinating! ... [Tells] how fishing is an integral part of America.Ã¢â‚¬Â•

(BILL OÃ¢â‚¬â„¢REILLY)Ã¢â‚¬Å“Your outdoorsman is going to leap when he unwraps The

American Fisherman.Ã¢â‚¬Â• (TheÃ‚Â Oklahoman) --This text refers to the Hardcover edition.

American history is one incredible fishing tale . . .An essential book for everyone who loves casting

a line into our nationÃ¢â‚¬â„¢s waters, The American Fisherman, by outdoorsman Willie Robertson

(CEO of Duck Commander and star of A&EÃ¢â‚¬â„¢s Duck Dynasty) and bestselling historian

William Doyle, reveals that in the U.S.A., fishing is far more than a pastimeÃ¢â‚¬â€•it has shaped

our past and defined our character in remarkable ways.This generously illustrated celebration of

fish, anglers, and our countryÃ¢â‚¬â„¢s treasured wild places traces fishingÃ¢â‚¬â„¢s astonishing

impact on the United States and its people, from the nationÃ¢â‚¬â„¢s settlement and founding to its

economic growth and even our creativity and faith. Native Americans were the continentÃ¢â‚¬â„¢s

first master anglers, and they incorporated fish into their spiritual beliefs and legends. When the

Vikings, the earliest European visitors, arrived, they were drawn across the Atlantic Ocean by the

bountiful fishing grounds of North AmericaÃ¢â‚¬â„¢s East Coast. During the colonial era, fish

helped save the Pilgrims, make George Washington wealthy, and win the American Revolution.

From New England cod to Pacific Northwest salmon to Gulf shrimp, the fishing industry has fed and

financed centuries of Americans in every region of the country.Throughout, Willie and Bill explore

how fishing has made an enduring mark on our national identity and culture. The American

Fisherman is also an ode to our nationÃ¢â‚¬â„¢s extraordinary natural places: alpine trout streams

in the Rocky Mountains; steelhead runs along the storm-tossed Alaskan coast; the azure waters off

Key West, where marlin roam; and the bayous of Louisiana, where the Robertsons have instilled the

love and lessons of fishing in each generation, as so many other families have.A spirited and unique

look at the U.S.A. and its people, The American Fisherman will hook every sportsman and forever

deepen their appreciation for the fishing life. --This text refers to the Hardcover edition.

As an aging Grandfather that is blessed to be aliveÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚Â¦ due to the fact that I almost

diedÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚Â¦ thirteen years agoÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚Â¦ from a brain tumor before I even became a

Grandfather. A couple of days before my brain tumor surgeryÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚Â¦ I sat by myself and

searched my life for my greatest moments that I wanted to cherish as I faced possible

deathÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚Â¦ as I was told there was only one surgeon who could possibly perform this

type of surgeryÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚Â¦ and they didnÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚â„¢t know if he was available.I was a

single DadÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚Â¦ and for eight years in a rowÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚Â¦ I would take my



sonÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚Â¦ during his eleven to eighteen-year-old yearsÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚Â¦ to a business

associates house in Louisiana for a couple of days fishing each summer. We fished in

pondsÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚Â¦ we fishedÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚Â¦ in the bayouÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚Â¦ we

fishedÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚Â¦ in the gulf. It truly was the greatest Father-And-Son times of my life. I used to

always say: ÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚Å“ThatÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚â„¢s why it says

ÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚Å“SPORTSMANÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚â„¢S PARADISEÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚Â• on the Louisiana

license plate! Because of those unmatchable years-days-hours-and-minutesÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚Â¦ of a

FatherÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚â„¢s greatest lifetime blissÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚Â¦ I rushed to buy this

bookÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚Â¦ because it was co-authored by Louisiana legend Willie

RobertsonÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚Â¦ I thought for sure it would be almost all about Louisiana

fishingÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚Â¦.WRONG! There was very little about ÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚Å“My

SportsmanÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚â„¢s ParadiseÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚Â•ÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚Â¦ but man was I

shockedÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚Â¦ surprisedÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚Â¦ and entertainedÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚Â¦ and

schooledÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚Â¦ in the history of North American fishing! I was caught totally off

guardÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚Â¦ as the authorÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚â„¢s told me everything about fishing from the

VikingsÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚Â¦ to the Native American Indians ( hope OK to say?)ÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚Â¦ to how

fishing saved General George Washington and his troopsÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚Â¦ how it saved the Lewis

and Clark expeditionÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚Â¦ how it saved northern civil war troopsÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚Â¦The

section on the United States Presidents that loved fishing before during and after their

PresidencyÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚Â¦ is illuminatingÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚Â¦ and easily worth remembering for

discussions when youÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚â„¢re out with other fisherman. And you donÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚â„¢t

even have to worry about being politically correct when trying to figure out whether it should be

ÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚Å“fisherpersonÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚Â•ÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚Â¦

ÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚Å“fisherwomanÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚Â•ÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚Â¦ or fisherÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚Â¦whatever!

The historical stories of womenÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚Â¦ menÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚Â¦ boysÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚Â¦

girlsÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚Â¦ are intertwined and doted on in such great numbersÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚Â¦ with equal

aplombÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚Â¦ and rightfully earned congratulations!The statistics of how gigantic the

United States sports fishing industry has become is staggering. The fishing records over the years

for menÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚Â¦ womenÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚Â¦ and childrenÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚Â¦ are awe inspiring.

The impact of literature from Papa Hemingway to Moby DickÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚Â¦ is but another

magnificently placed piece to the puzzle of American fishing.I hope  posts the two pictures

IÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚â„¢ve included hereÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚Â¦ as it shows some of my families

magicalÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚Â¦ eternalÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚Â¦ lovingÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚Â¦ momentsÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚Â¦



made possible by fishing. The first oneÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚Â¦ is of Father and SonÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚Â¦ the

picture is from one of our Louisiana fishing trips that was held to my heart when I faced possible

death entering brain surgeryÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚Â¦ and the second pictureÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚Â¦ ten years

laterÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚Â¦ on my birthdayÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚Â¦ is with the two Granddaughters that I was

blessed to live long enough to meetÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚Â¦ loveÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚Â¦ andÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚Â¦ go

fishing with!

Prior to reading this book, I admit I did not fully appreciate the sport of fishingÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚â€•and I

certainly did not realize the impact fishing had in the history of America. In THE AMERICAN

FISHERMAN the author explains all the wondrous events related to fishing. I had no idea that there

are 33 million fishermen and women in America, or that fishing is often used in therapy.Willie

Robertson explains how, at age 12, he snuck off to trespass and fish from

ÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚Å“HarrisonÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚â„¢s Pond.ÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚Â• The fish were almost jumping

out of the water, and thus he began a lifelong love for fishing: "That first day at

HarrisonÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚â„¢s Pond was the greatest fishing day of my life. . . It was unbelievable. The

Miracle of HarrisonÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚â„¢s Pond was true! My bucket was full in twenty minutes flat. . .

We caught probably over a hundred fish just on that first day.ÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚Â•This book is a real

kick to read, with tons of funny stories, just like Harrison's Pond; however, thereÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚â„¢s

a serious side to this book as well. Sitting and fishing is relaxing, and can even be a spiritual

experience: ÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚Å“Whether IÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚â„¢m hunting or fishing, spending time in the

wilderness often feels like a spiritual meditation, and a prayer of appreciation to

God.ÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚Â•I found particularly fascinating the (almost) unbelievable historical events

related in this book. In the chapter, ÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚Å“The Fish That Won The Last Battle Of The Civil

War,ÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚Â• Willie suggests that fishing largely determined the outcome of the last great

battle of the Civil War! I confess, I was very skeptical about this claim--but I was proven wrong.

HereÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚â„¢s what happened: At Five Forks, Southern Generals Pickett and Lee so

looked forward to a fish dinner, they left the troops and told no one where they were. Then, when

Union General George Custer attacked, the Southerners were leaderless, and easily defeated by

the Union forces. The Battle of Five Forks was lost by the Confederacy because of

ÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚Å“a little bunch of tasty fish.ÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚Â•The author also explains the very early

(pre-America) days of fishing by Native Americans. In Virgiaia, "Native American tribes fashioned

V-shaped traps from stones along the James and Potomac Rivers.ÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚Â• And well before

that, the very early Norse settlers were able to survive because of Atlantic cod.Here's another



fascinating fact: In Manhatten, there is a special place called ÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚Å“Collect Pond Park." It

was here that ÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚Å“a great American sport was born in colonial

America.ÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚Â• Willie gives directions to this landmark, and explains, "When you get to

the corner of Franklin Street, look to your left. YouÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚â„¢ll see a tiny half-forgotten park

with a little reflecting pool, flanked by the steel and concrete jungle of Manhattan.

ItÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚â„¢s called Collect Pond Park. ÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚Å“The author makes another startling

claim about fishingÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚â€•this time, he suggests our entire COUNTRY would be different if

not for fishing. In fact, our first president would not have been George Washington! Okay, this time,

Willie Robertson, you have gone too far when you claims that, "If it wasnÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚â„¢t for fish,

there might never have been a President George Washington. Or even, for that matter, a United

States.ÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚Â•Nevertheless, I am proved wrong again. The author has a good explanation

to backup this claim He explains that for Washington, ÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚Å“fish was big business. . .

WashingtonÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚â„¢s fish enabled him to build his growing reputation as a Virginia

gentleman and finance his budding career as a politician.ÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚Â• If not for his great fishing

business, he would never have been there to lead the Continental Army to victory. Not only that, but

the troops at Valley Forge would likely have starved without fishing: ÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚Å“The story of

how the American Revolution was saved at Valley Forge is partly the story of fish. . . Fish helped

win the day, since the Americans were saved from total annihilation."THE AMERICAN FISHERMAN

is full of wonderful stories and history about famous events and peopleÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚â€•even

presidents. In the chapter, "Fishermen in the Modern White House," the author relates the love of

fishing by numerous presidents. FDR, in particular, greatly loved the sport--but not necessarily for

the catching: ÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚Å“Roosevelt saw the main benefit of fishing as being not so much the

catching of the fish as the mental relaxation it offered.ÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚Â• He used the Navy ship USS

Houston to take him on fishing expeditions.One funny story relates how Herbert Hoover was

presiding over a ÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚Å“First-Catch-of-the-Year" presentation at the White House. The

problem was, the guest of honor--the fish-- had already been cut up for cooking! The chef had to put

the fish back together, and "sewed the head and tail back on with needle and thread, stuffed the

carcass with cotton, and had the reconstituted creature rushed up to the Rose Garden

ceremony.ÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚Â•Not all the presidents were praised for their angling skills. Jimmy

CarterÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚â„¢s mom had tough words for her son: ÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚Å“You may be

president,ÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚Â• she told him, ÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚Å“but you still havenÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚â„¢t

learned how to catch fish.ÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚Â•In case the reader is not yet been convinced, the authors

provide numerous appendices that further extol the benefits of fishing. In Appendix C, President



George H.W. Bush writes on, ÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚Å“The Thrill of Northern Fishing.ÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚Â• We

also hear how ÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚Å“spoon-styleÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚Â• lures got started in 1811, when

ÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚Å“Julio Buel accidentally drops a spoon into a lake in Vermont from his rowboat. To

his surprise, a large bass appears, gobbles the spoon, and vanishes.ÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚Â•I hope you get

the idea. This is one fun book! I found THE AMERICAN FISHERMAN to be a delightful read, as well

as informative. I certainly never knew that fishing gave us our first U.S. president, or that fish

allowed the troops to survive at Valley Forge, or that one ill-timed fish dinner led Union forces to

victory in the last great battle of the Civil War.I confess I had never fully appreciated the sport of

fishing before. Well, I do nowÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚â€•and if IÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚â„¢m ever the commander

leading my troops into battle, I will NEVER go out for a fish dinner. I will always remember what

happened to those Southern generals carelessly munching fish as they lost the battle.Advance

Review Copy courtesy of the publisher.

I bought this book for a friend who loves Duck Dynasty as well as fishing. When it arrived, my

fisherman husband grabbed it and started reading, necessitating a second book purchase. My

husband, who hasn't read a book in perhaps 20 years or more, couldn't put it down and finished it in

a couple of days. His buddy just got his copy a few days ago, and I'm sure he is just as enthusiastic,

since he is a former history teacher, a fisherman, and has a love of books.If you love fishing and

history, this book is for you!

The book starts fine, but very quickly turns into a report on past fishing rankings and records. If you

care about the woman record holder for catching a spotted clam on a fly rod, this books for you.

Otherwise, skip it.

A good book--especially if you are a fisherman like my son who got it for a Christmas gift from us

parents. He had not heard about it but on Christmas day when he read the cover page he said he

would read it -but first he had to go fishing at the Nemacolon resort in PA over the Christmas

holiday. He sent us a picture of a big trout he had caught there two days ago, his last of 2016 -way

to go American fisherman!

I bought this for a gift it arrived on time and and the price was great

Very fascinating detail and historically informative. Not at all what you might expect.



My grandson loves to fish and he was happy to receive this as a Christmas Gift.
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